
LINCOLN/LANCASTER COUNTY PLANNING STAFF REPORT
_________________________________________________
for October 13, 2004 PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING

P.A.S.: Misc #04010

PROPOSAL: To revise the text of Design Standards Chapter 1.0 (Section 2.2)  and
Chapter 3.75.

CONCLUSION: In conformance with the Comprehensive Plan.

RECOMMENDATION:  Approval

GENERAL INFORMATION:

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN SPECIFICATIONS: 

“Promote the preservation, maintenance and renovation of existing housing and neighborhoods throughout
the city, with special emphasis on low and moderate income neighborhoods.” (Page F 68)

“Require new development to be compatible with the character of neighborhood and adjacent uses (i.e.,
parking at rear, similar setback, height and land use.” (Page F69)

ANALYSIS:

1. This is a request to amend the City of Lincoln Design Standards Chapter 1 General
Provisions and Chapter 3.75 Neighborhood Design Standards.

2. The Neighborhood Design Standards were first adopted in 1989 to apply to
Residential Conservation (R-C) Districts, a zoning overlay.  Four areas were
designated as R-C Districts in the 1990s.  They were intended to guide compatible
new in-fill residential development in well-established, higher density (R5 to R8)
zoning districts.  In 2000 the R-C District chapter was repealed and the
Neighborhood Design Standards were applied to all new infill development in R4
through R8 residential districts within that portion of Lincoln included in the 1950
corporate limits.  In 2004 the Standards were enacted to apply to R1 through R3
areas as well, within the same 1950 corporate limits.

3. The proposed amendments to the Neighborhood Design Standards are intended to
adapt the original standards to guide compatible development in the wider range of
areas to which they now apply.  A strengthened waiver process is also offered to
provide more flexibility in expeditiously approving projects that meet the intent of the
Standards.  Appeal responsibility would be transferred from the Historic
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Preservation Commission to the Urban Design Committee, in keeping with the
broader range of areas now subject to the Standards.

4. Chapter 1, Section 2.2 of the Design Standards is also proposed for amendment,
to conform with the proposed switch from Historic Preservation Commission to
Urban Design Committee as the body that hears appeals.  Revisions to Chapter
4.36 of the Lincoln Municipal Code “Urban Design Committee” will also be offered
to the City Council to reflect this addition to the “Duties and Powers” of that
Committee.

5. The proposed Standards are also strengthened in the areas of windows in main
facades, porches, treatment of street facades on corner properties, location of
garages, and front yard parking, in an effort to address concerns that have arisen in
the application of the current Standards.

6. Eight letters or emails of support for the proposal have been received from
individuals and/or neighborhood associations including Peggy Struwe for the
Hawley Area Association, Carol Brown for the Landon Neighborhood Association,
Jennifer Brinkman for the East Campus Community Organization, Greg McCown
for the Near South Neighborhood Association, and Kitty Fynbu for Irvingdale
Neighborhood Association (enclosed).

Prepared by:

Ed Zimmer, 441-6360, ezimmer@ci.lincoln.ne.us

DATE: October 4, 2004

APPLICANT: Marvin S. Krout
Director of Planning
Planning Department

CONTACT: Ed Zimmer
Planning Department
(402)441-6360
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